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Fire Academy. What a great
turnout we had 9 around 25
members in person and three
on Zoom. We had members
from NH, ME, VT, and MA.
Thank you for making the
effort to be there. Prior to the
general meeting the board of
directors met and reviewed
some items to bring before the
general membership. We rec-
ommended that in 2024 that
the dues stay the same as the
current year. We discussed

reviewing the ByLaws and
registering our name with
the State. We mentioned
ideas for a spring event and
talked about our Fall Mus-
ter.

Our Secretary, Matt Cole,
will be attending the Winter
Muster in Phoenix, AR and
will represent our Chapter
there. We discussed the
Summer Muster in RI for
next summer, and our at-
tendance there. It was men-
tioned that rooms are reserv-
ing fast, so if you are plan-
ning to go you might want to

register now.

The slate of chapter Offic-
ers for 2023 was presented
at the meeting and a ballot
for voting has been sent out,
due back on or before Janu-
ary 31. If voting goes per the
nominations, Jeff Morse will
be your new president on
February 1st!

Our next meeting will be
May 21st at the Fire Acade-
my, but we hope to have a
Spring odust

Paul Sanborn,

President

of f o

| have been an AREC mem-
ber for many years. My in-
terest in antiques is quite
broad in scope. Much too
complex to try to explain in
this memo.

We plan to re -introduce into
the public the world's oldest
Ahrens -Fox after many
years of storage, and a com-
plete restoration (which will
hopefully wind down this
summer).

The Owls Head Transporta-
tion Museum in Owls Head,
ME will be announcing its
Truck & Tractor Weekend
event for July 15 & 16, 2023
very shortly.

We plan to show and operate
the Fox there, and then the
following weekend July 22 &
23, 2023 at the Misselwood
Concours at Endicott College
in Beverly, MA.

World's Oldest Ahrens

OHTM was kind enough to
move their show a week so
that both venues may be ac-
commodated.

The Fox is #534 which is a six
cylinder bronze crankcase
Herschell -Spillman driven 5th
wheel tractor built in 1913.

It lost the ladder trailer by
fire site damage by 1928
and was then converted to
be the prototype for the

Detroit Boat Tender water
cannon series of Fox en-

-Fox

the mating of the sole  surviv-
ing 1902 FEMCO retracting
Water Tower trailers.

But, for 2023, | will be happy

just to be able to show the trac-

tor restored.

It was saved from WWII scrap
drives by being one of the Bar-
ney Pollard hideaways.

| think | have had it for 25

years.

The reason for reaching out is
that we all have busy sched-
ules.

If any of the AREC members
are able to attend OHTM or

Misselwood, | know they would

enjoy their time at either/both.

Please let your folks at the
meeting know what is in the

works for this summer.

gines.

Our second phase of the
restoration will undertake

Regards,

Norm Shanklin

b
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The Crown Hill Conflagration

The Crown Hill Conflagration
By Gary Ledoux

There will always be some specu-
l ation as to
great Crown Hill Conflagration
started; but there is no doubt as to
the destruction it caused with 400
burned buildings, 125 families
who lost their homes and over 200
men were left jobless. The fire de-
stroyed most everything in a
swath about 1 % miles
long by ¥ to Y2 mile
wide.

May 4, 1930 was a typ-
ical, early summer
Sunday morning in
Nashua. A small fire
started on the railroad
bridge over the

Nashua River near
Temple St. It may

have been caused by
sparks from a passing
train. Some speculated
it was caused by young
men who congregated
in the area
in games of
cigarettes. Whatever the cause it
didndt take | ong
along the tracks to ignite and thus
ignite the

Nashua firefighters were alerted.

A chemical hose truck responded
but could not reach the source of
the flames underneath the bridge.
The fire grew. At 2:00 p.m. Box 9
on the corner of Temple and South
St. was rung and the race was on.
Despite two hose streams already
playing on the bridge, the flames
continued to grow.

A stiff wind of almost gale propor-
tions came up, carrying sparks
and burning embers southward.
Burning brands were not particu-
lar about where they landed;
houses, businesses, garages were

exact

all the same. At 2:17 p.m. Box 35
on the corner of Canal and Cross
St. was rung. Firefighters turned
their attention to extinguishing

the hot brands before they started
another house on fire, but there
were so many
so few firefighters.

Alarms continued to ring in. Mu-
tual aid was requested from Hud-
son, Merrimack, Lowell, Manches-

c h a n c eter, and Hollis. A 300 -man contin-

gency of National Guard soldiers

f from Manchester was called in to

patrol those streets under siege to

br i dg e dguard against looting.

The fire worked its way south
crossing E. Hollis St. finding plen-

ty of fuel at the Proctor Brother
Lumber yard and a large store of
lumber at the White Mountain
Freezer Company. (Ironically, this

is directly across the street from
todayods E. Hol | i s
Both companies were left in ashes
leaving 200 men jobless.

In front of the fast -moving fire,
residents were moving out their
valuables and keepsakes. Neigh-
bor helped neighbor move furni-
ture onto lawns and open areas.
Several area businesses with de-
livery trucks, including C.H.

brand

Avery furniture company went up
and down the streets offering to
help residents move their furni-
ture to a safe place

Archival accounts note that alt-
hough the burnipg embers were
ﬁyin%‘e@c?rywﬁepe Iwi[[]::?thg stiff
wind torching everything in their
path, oddly, some homes and
buildings were miraculously
spared. Some photographic and

anecdotal evidence during the re-

search of this project
g confirm that story.
Several long -time
Crown Hill residents
noted that the home
then occupied by
A their parents or
grandparents was
spared while every-
thing around them
was burned flat.

Telephone poles
burned until they fell
over and blocked
streets. Public Ser-
vice and New Eng-
land Telephone crews worked
fiercely to remove the poles and
wires. Hudson firefighters arrived
on Mason St. at 2:35 p.m. with
numerous houses on fire. They set
up several hose lines and were
able to stop the flames from
spreading to Main St. Losing
Nashuads busi
be unthinkable!

ness

The fire continued south to Burke

§tt wherq:aicr?seof ;tgc[ked tbolardsn )

owneéd by the American Box and
Lumber Company provided ready
fuel for the raging inferno. Beyond
the yard of the American Box and
Lumber Company, is a meadow
leading to a pine grove extending
to the Nashua Country Club.
Fearing the fire would quickly
work its way across this expanse,
Country Club employees kept the

C

e

n
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roof of their facilities wet to
ward off any hot embers. But
the flames turned and went

by to the eastward. The fire
jumped the Merrimack River
into Hudson starting a large
brush fire and burning a gar-
age and several cottages near
Kashulinas Farms.

At the time of the fire the

manpower of 60.

Mutual aid and apparatus

that responded to the fire
included Hudson 2 engines
and 10 men, Merrimack 1
engine and 20 men, Westford,
MA 1 engine 8 men, Milford 2
engines 30 men, Lowell, MA
4 engines 50 men, Manches-
ter 2 engines 20 men, Dracut,
MA 1 engine 8 men,

4 THE NASHUA CONFLAGRATION.

CONFLAGRATION AREA
NASHUA, N.H.

MAY 4, 1930 <
ScaLg. e LT T S &R yrp)
2.

Nashua Fire Department was
equipped with four engines
with 1000 gallon per minute
pumps, five combination cars
with booster pumps and
tanks, one aerial ladder
truck, three city service
trucks, 43 full -time men, 17
call men with total

Chelmsford, MA 1 engine 8
men, Pelham , 1 engine 8
men, Lawrence 1 engine 10
men, Pepperell MA 1 engine
14 men, Hollis 1 engine 15
men, Dunstable 1 engine 15
men, Woburn, MA 1 engine
11 men, Raymond 1 engine 8
men, Winchester, MA 1 en-

gine 10 men, Belmont, MA 1
engine 6 men, Arlington MA
1 engine 10 men and Lexing-
ton MA 1 engine 10 men. A
few other towns sent men to
the scene but no apparatus.

The Boston Fire Department
offered to send 6 engines to
the scene but they were not
needed.

Miraculously, the conflagra-
tion did not have one fatality
in the course of the blaze.
However, Lowell Fire Capt.
George McDermott, while
battling the fire, fell down a
flight of stairs and continued
to lead his company. After his
return to Lowell, he com-
plained of pains in his back
and after being checked at
the hospital, surgery was
needed. Captain McDermott
died from his injuries on
June 23, 1930.

The total loss was estimated
at over $2M This is about
$32M in 2021 dollars. Accord-
ing to insurance underwriters
of the day, less than half
were insured. Some people
rebuilt their homes right on
the existing
which was all that was left.
Evidence of the fire could be

found wel | into

where abandoned cellar holes
and small sections of founda-
tions could still be seen. With
S0 many people uninsured,
one must wonder what hap-
pened to those people who
departed Crown Hill, leaving
only cellar holes as evidence
of their life there.

Continued on Page 4
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Excerpted from Gary
book, Nashuaf6s Brave
ry of Firefighting in Nashua NH.
Order on -line at

https://store.bookbaby.com/book/
nashuas-bravest -the -history -of-
firefighting -in-nashua-nh

Or, simply go to
0Ostore.bookbaby. comg
ONashuads Bravesto
bar.

Historical fire dept. photo courtesy

of the Nashua Firefi
Associati on. Ot her 0¢
collection. B

v [Fpoty G4
3

HUA’S BF

On Behalf of the Board of Directors and the members of the Amoskeag Reserve Engine Company we would like to

thank Gary Ledoux for graciously providing the excerpts from his book Nashuafds Bravest: The

fighting in Nashua NH . If you have not gotten a copy of this book we highly recommend that you do.

https://store.bookbaby.com/book/nashuas -bravest-the-history -of-firefighting -in-nashua-nh

Or, simply go to oO0Ostore.bookbaby.com6é6 and type ONashuads

L



2023 #1

AMOSKEAG RESERVE ENG&E COMPANY

PAGE5S

As you know, | recently purchased
from a fellow Brother Firefighter
his 1984 E -One Hurricane Ladder

truck which served North Hamp-
ton NH as Ladder 1 from 1997 -
2021. Before that it served proudly
as Boston MA Ladder -17. It has a

Boston Ladder 17
By Stephen L Davis AREC

iV

ladder boards back to original and
with help from several fire buffs
including Bill Noonan we began to
letter it back to when she was pur-
chased in 1984.

As it has high sides and white roof

history as one of the first E -On e & sShe did not have when first went

in the city replacing the long run-
ning tillers. She saw a lot of fire
Duty running out of District  -4.

My Buddy wanted to restore it
back to Boston. So he made an of-
fer after he received a Salem MA
tiller, and with the support from

my wife we bought it, and | had
held for about 24 years Boston city
seals that | had when | owned Bos-
tonE-216s 1970
nately, | had to let the engine go.
During department transfer and |
moved into a neighborhood that
had regulations regarding vehicles.

So my Buddy the previous owner
started the transitions to Boston,
he started on the ladder Boards,

I had the city seals and we have a
great friend and fellow department
member who retired from Boston
EMS and was very familiar with
this truck, he also letters fire
trucks around the area, so with his
support and expertise we did the

Hahn.

into service, she will be a work in
progress but with the assistance
from E -One, Greenwood fire Appa-
ratus, Mike (Sully) Sullivan who
did all the lettering and countless
others who have help with pic-
tures, history and any infor-
mation, | would like to preserve
the history of this work horse that
got E-Ones foot into Boston Fire to
even the present day.

Unfortu-
We will also keep a dedication
to the years she served the
Community of North Hamp-
ton, but she is most known as

and will always be Ladder -
17..

Stephen L Davis

Y - ' V";n\mu
T | i Jfé»

T ]
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Scottish Fire Brigades Heritage Trust

Our Continuing Series of
articles OFrom
Worl d. ¢

The Scottish Fire Brigades
Heritage Trust comprises of a
group of dedicated volunteers
who are pro active in the resto-
ration, conservation and
preservation of vintage fire
engines, firefighting equip-
ment and uniforms, as well as
upholding the history and tra-
ditions of the Scottish Fire and
Rescue Service.

The Trust, is proudly affiliated
to the Scottish Fire and Rescue
Service, and we are also a reg-
istered Scottish Charity
(SC0O43929). We operate a
preservation through operation
policy, whereby our fleet of
historical fire engines is kept

in a mechanically sound and
roadworthy condition. This
allows the Trust to provide a
living museum facility where
we take our vehicles and other
exhibits to the public. It is the
policy of the Trust to support
events in the community, espe-
cially those with a charitable
cause. The Fi
ty and the Scottish Fire and
Rescue Service Family Support
Trust, are the two main recipi-
ents of the Scottish Fire Bri-
gades Heritage
Throughout the past year, as
well as staging our own Fire
Engine Rally and other events,
the Trust attended over two
hundred events, including Fire
Station Open Days, gala days,
fetes and public displays.

ref

The Trust proudly supports
the tremendous work of the
SFRS Family Support Charity
(established 1923) which is
the oldest Fire and Rescue
Charity in the United King-
dom. The Family Support
Charity exists to provide finan-
cial and other support services
to serving and retired Fire
Service Personnel and their
families who may require as-

sistance in times
of need.

In addition to
supporting
events and chari-
table causes the
Scottish Fire
Brigades Herit-
age Trust works
closely with the
Scottish Fire and
Rescue Service, Prevention and
Protection teams and many of
the events we attend are refer-
rals from this department.

There is always enormous inter-
est shown in our vehicles and
equipment and we endeavor to
channel this interest to promote
the fire safety message, especial-
ly to the vulnerable and difficult
sectors of the community to
reach, by using in part the histo-
ry of the fire service.

In conjunction with the Scottish
Fire and Rescue Service and
Inverclyde Council, the Scottish
Fire Brigades Heritage Trust
manages the Greenock Fire Mu-
seum and Heritage Centre. The
Museum, which is located in The
Old Victorian Fire Station in
Dalrymple Street in Greenock (,
which was operational from
1887-1960 ) The Museum & Her-
itage center opened in 2012 and
allows the Trust to showcase its

7 collection of vintage fire engines,

uniforms and equipment, and
brings to life the stories of the
firemen and their families who
lived and worked there. It has
already received a 4 -star Visit
Scotland rating, and is the
Greenock Chambers of Com-
merce, Bees Knees Inverclyde
Ambassadors, Award winner
2014. A increasing number of
cruise ships are now docking
close to the museum, a new
cruise ship terminal is near com-
pletion and we expect around
10,000 plus visitors to Greenock
as cruise ship visitor footfall is
expected to double.

Our fleet includes privately
owned fire appliances as well as

SCOTTISH
HERITAGE TRUST

historical government owned fire
appliances. We all work together to
help put on parades, gala days, sta-
tion open days, community events
and other activities.
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We would like to thank the members of the Scottish Fire Brigades Heritage Trust for graciously providing the in-
formation and photos used in this article and a special thank you to John Cairns MSc Pgd SIIRSM Secretary &

Trustee for his time and effort for this article. You can visit the Scottish Fire Brigades Heritage Trust on their Fa-
cebook Page or their new website at: https://sfbheritagetrust.org/
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HOW TO GROW YOUR CHAPTER

HOW TO GROW YOUR CHAPTER
Article #1, a primer

Being a SPAAMFAA Chapter is no
easy task in itself. There is much be-
hind the scenes work that must go on
and unless you have served as an of-
ficer you have no idea of the time com-
mitment that is required for a chapter
to be successful. Even harder, is the
task of long term success. | am not
talking about next year, 3 years or 5
years - how about 25 years, 50 years,
75 years? Do you want to build an
organization that will stand the test
of time or is your vision one of come
and go? What will happen to your
prized apparatus or collection when
we pass the torch, if there are no
younger people involved to continue
itds care?

How many chapters have we all seen
start up, build for a while, do great
things and then start to slowly fade
away and finally disappear altogeth-
er? This tends to happen as the
younger and energetic members who
carry the organization for many
years, grow older, get tired, get burnt
out, retire or move away.

Why does this happen? This happens
when there is not a steady flow of new
& younger members coming into the
organization. This happens when the
officers of the organization do not pre-
pare younger members to move up
into a position of leadership. This

happens when we become complacent.

We sit around and complain about the
younger generation, but remember,
WE were once the younger genera-
tion!

I am not an expert at marketing, ad-
vertising, etc., but | am passionate
about my hobby and about preserving
history for future generations. Having
started a SPAAMFAA chapter and
watched it grow from 12 8 300 mem-
bers in an area of the country where
collecting fire apparatus or memora-
bilia was virtually unheard of, | un-
derstand the time & commitment re-
quired to constantly be recruiting new
members. The leadership of the or-
ganization HAS TO KEEP RECRUIT-
MENT EFFORTS IN THE FORE-
FRONT OF THE MINDS OF ALL

THE MEMBERS!

Always have membership applica-
tions available 24/7. The application
should include a brief history of the
organi zation, it
sion, and a statement in bold that

0s

membership application and learn

what we are all about will remem-

ber later on in life about that

thought way back in the back of

their mind from years earlier, that

oVsl 0SmhePdNa y& Md w oM 1Sa | i
old fire trucko.

ke t

oYOU DO NOT HAVE TO OWN
APPARATUS TO BE A MborBdy théy.will be able to afford

Benefits of membership should be
highlighted on the form and of
course all the dues information and
space to fill out necessary infor-
mation about the person joining and
info on where to send the app and/or
how to join online if your chapter

has that ability.

Every apparatus should always
have applications on the rig! Every
personal vehicle of each member
should always have applications in
the glove box.

Every chapter was issued 2 card-
board o0stand upbd
some years back! Where are they
now? Are they being used? If not,
why not?

Every event that any of my appa-
ratus attends, whether it be a pa-
rade, muster, static display, wed-
ding, birthday party 9 if my rig is on
display, an application holder will

be displayed on it. Just by setting
that display on the running board,
many applications are distributed
and the word is spread. Sometimes
it results in conversation, questions
or a lead on where a rig was seen
sitting. Does it always result in new
members, maybe yes, maybe no, but
the important thing
is 0 ASEED IS
PLANTED!

| have heard the
oCompl ainer
that young people

just cannot afford a

fire truck, etc., etc.
Young peopl
care about anything,
etc., etc., They may

be right! But those
young people that see
our rigs, read our

itt Someday they may care! Some-
day they just might be ready to
make their dreams come true!

It is all about OPLANTI
SEEDOG, NURTURI NG THE SE
WATCHING THE SEEDS GROW

AND BRINGING IN A STEADY

STREAM OF NEW MEMBERS

FROM THE SEEDS THAT YOU

HAVE SPENT YEARS PLANTING!

Once you attract new members into
your local organization, the next
step is to have them educated about
and to join THE NATIONAL OR-

a pGANIZATION SRAAMFAKDAndl e r s

start getting EnJine EnJine and
Silver Trumpet!

To be continued next issue.
submitted by,
Thomas L. Herman

Reprinted with the authors
permission
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A Man

The sharing of a Newsletter results
in over a month of emails back and
forth and spawns a story of a 53 year
ownership of a fi
and its history.

A very nice newsletter well
done and illustrated. The story
of the T reminds me of an inci-
dent | had with my 1930 Amer-
ican LaFrance type 191 engine.
| was a member of the Veazie
Maine call department from
1977 to 1994. | housed my en-
gine at their station for $50 a
month as it was a six bay sta-
tion and they only had 3 units
at any given time, most of the
time only two engines.

One nice spring day | was at
the station doing paperwork ( |
was the Assistant Chief at the
time) and one of the call fire-
fighters talked me into taking
my engine out for a drive. We
were heading back to the sta-
tion we were talking about that
it would be funny if a call came
in and we beat the paid driver
and the front line engine to it.

Low and behold the tones went off
for a grass fire less than a half mile
from where we were! Off we went
siren screaming and bell clanging!
When we got on the scene there was
about a 1/4 to 1/2 acre of heavy grass
and brush burning and spreading
fast. The access was an old farm
track which my engine loves travel-
ing over.

All of a sudden, my friend realized
he was not dressed to fight a fire, as
he had on shorts, and flip -flops!
What am | going to do!

My reply: you are going to get a
crash course in running a rotary

gear class B pump. | stopped putting
the pump in gear, then stretched the
booster line. We had knocked down
the fire front with my tank water

only 70 gallons when the town's en-
gine showed up. The driver asked for
an assignment | told him all | need-
ed was his water.

That was the second fire | used my

r

e

and

engine to extinguish. The person |
bought it from used it to knock down a

kitchen fire.

truck Ol ntrepidéo

| have owned it since about October of

enrg Vaughan

Photo faken b

-

1970 and still do. | did most of the resto-
ration while at Proctor with help from
some friends and a lot of help and guid-
ance from my facility advisor the late
George Emeny. It came from Seal Har-
bor Maine on Mount Desert where it was
served from when New in October of
1930 to the summer of 1965. Its two ma-
jor fires were the Ellsworth Maine con-
flagration of March 1932 (not sure of the
year) and the Bar Harbor forest fire of
1947. Where it played a major role in
saving Otter Creek and stopping the
westward spread up the shoulder of Ca-
dillac Mountain. A friend of the family
bought it from Seal Harbor and took it to
Beverly Massachusetts. In 1968 he was
hit broadside on
giving rides for a church fair.

He got estimates of over $3000 to do re-
pairs in 1968 $$'s, he got discouraged as
its steering was messed up in the acci-
dent, he had it left outside by the towing
company. But he drained it properly.

When | started my freshman year at PA
| joined the antique car club and started

Hi

t he

S FI1 r e

my interest in the school's and Ando-
ver Fire District 1. At the car club
meeting George asked if anyone
knew of an antique vehicle that was
available, and | remembered the

e €N1GINE.

| started to write letters

. and a month later for the

; vast sum of $1 | owned it.
2% - More letters and phone

4 calls in May of 1971 a

-~ bunch of us and a flatbed

2 tractor trailer went from
. Andover to Beverly and
2 picked it up.

Once at school | took off
the left front fender and
running board, got the
pitman arm re -centered, a
fll borrowed carburetor, oil
change, flushed fuel tank

@l and line, and a grease job.
We got it running!

In January of 1972 the
restoration started, frame
up. During the fall of 1971
we worked on making a
place to do the restoration in. Which
entailed replacing the wood floor in
an existing building with a concrete
floor. A major undertaking on its
own.

| graduated in May of 1974. | would
visit campus regularly to work on it.
Over the next two years | would go
back when | had the chance to work
on it. Also, my advisor and friends
from the classes behind me worked
on it. | had a full time summer job at
Edaville Railroad. That September |
started college at the University of
Maine Orono. At the same time |
joined the Orono FD as a call fire-

full time on the OFD.

October 1975. | arrived at Proctor
one early afternoon on a Friday, the
next day the school's fire department
was hosting an antique fire muster.
We worked on it to about midnight.
Early the next morning it started up
and ran for the first time in four

Continued Page 10

PAGE9
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years. Unpainted parts were rein- The Maine State Federation of

stalled so we could run it in the Firefighters convention and pa-

muster. Which of course meant rade In Bangor in 1984.

some disassembly later. It ran and

pumped without a problem. The 4th of July in Bucksport in Photo taken by Ben Vaughan
1978 or 1979 along with my

The following summer Proctor need- friend that owned the other en-

ed the space where we were working gines. Had a barbecue at Fort

on the engine. | paid them a little Knox afterwards. A round trip of

over $3,000 that the school had put 50 miles or so.

into the engine. In June of 1976 it

made the trip back to Maine 10 The name Intrepid, Not 100%

years after it left for Massachusetts. sure where it came from, but it
came with it. | think most fire

It was in Orono for about two years apparatus in the Township of

then it moved to the Veazie Maine Mount Desert had names. Sec-

fire station. They had six bays and ond | think the gentleman that |

only two engines. | remember once got it from may have served on

as part of a fire science hydraulics the USN Carrier Intrepid during

class we conducted an ISO / UL ser- WWIL.

vice test on it. An unusual experi-
ence for all involved as it's a positive
displacement rotary gear class B
pump. It passed with ease.

During the remainder of the 1970's
the 1980's and up to 1997 when we
moved to Winterport did a lot of 4th
of July, Memorial Day parades,
musters, and fire prevention details
at local schools with it. Also musters
put on by local, county and State
organizations. Just before Christ-
mas in 1980 a friend who owned to
old engines had a Christmas party
where we took everyone out caroling
on the engines. It was -10F! At the
time | stored the engine in Veazie
which was about 6 miles from the
party. Cold but fun, made sure the : -
pump, tank, and other plumbing %
was well drained. Also didn't shut - TN
her down till we back in the station. .4

oto taken by Sam Vaughan

Of course, over the years | took it
out for drives, sometimes with
friends sometimes alone. Now adays
| only start it a few times a year,
drive it a couple of miles, and maybe
pump a tank or two of water. Have-
n't done that for a year because of a
drought and concerns about water

in my well.

A couple of memorable events: in
1980 my late brother and | drove it
from Veazie to Southwest Harbor on
Mount Desert Island for a Memorial

Day parade a one way trip of about By: Henry L. Vaughan retired Orono Deputy Chief/ Fire Marshall.

60 miles. Stayed at my parentds

camp on the island for four days .

while helping my other brother Go to our website for a complete photo gallery
build his camp. on the restoration of Intrepid and after.

www.arecnh.com
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Over the past 6 months or more old
photos have been appearing on Face-
book of not only Fire Apparatus from
NH but from around New England.
What truly caught my eye is a lot of
them were of AREC events back in
the day when they were held in Pem-
broke NH. The name credited with
the photos was Bob Bragdon and
were being posted by AREC Member
Jack Stawasz so | reached out to see
if | could find out more about these
old photos.

Jack relates:

The photos were given to me by
Chief Scott Hunter at Bedford Fire.
Bobds wife gave t
Bob passed away and after many
years of sitting on their shelves, they
were given to me this past Summer.
Bob was a member of both the Am-
herst and Bedford Fire Departments.
I am planning on keeping the photos
and sharing them with those who
would enjoy seeing the trucks that
they once rode and worked on. They
are a great variety of photos that
showcase the apparatus that once
served the New England area and
really show how much passion Bob
had for the fire service as a whole.
(Stawasz)

After talking with Jack and seeing
some of his photo
tion, | reached out to members of the
Club that might remember Bob.
AREC Director Bruce Lemire and
former AREC VP Dave Kemp pro-
vide the following information:

Robert (Bob) Bragdon, Sr., was a
resident of Amherst, NH and lived at
the Bragdon Farm at 354 Route 101,
on the Bedford and Amherst town
line. For many years he worked on
the family farm but tending to the
cows was not for him so he decided
to buy a Ford dump truck and haul
saw dust bedding. On the side, Bob
sold tractor chains and in 1962, Bob
founded BB Chain. Bob and his wife
traveled throughout NH and Ver-
mont selling tractor chains for 32
years before his age made it neces-
sary to sell BB Chain to Chappell

We remember Bob Bragdon

Tractor of Milford, NH.

Bob was a volunteer firefighter in Am-
herst and Bedford, was an avid fire truck
historian and a member of the Amoskeag
Reserve Engine Company - the NH
Chapter of SPAAMFAA (a national an-
tique fire truck club). Bob owned two fire
trucks, a 1955 Ford double cab and a
1948 Ford from Bedford. For many years
Bob kept a notebook to record when a
town bought a new fire truck, the make

s 9f thetiuck gngl where the repjaged ¢ -

truck went, valuable information for fire
truck history buffs!

Bob died in at his home in 2005 at age
78.

Pictured here with this article is Bob&s
pride and joy. Wilmot, NH Retired En-

gine 1, a 1955 Ford F900/Maxim 750/500

(Ex Parkesburg, PA). It has been said

that this is believed to be the only four -

door commercial chassis truck ever built

by Maxim.

In memory of Bob there is a special
Photo Gallery On the Website of

some of his photos. We hope you will Go to our website for a ga”ery of
enjoy looking at them as much as we

have. Bob Bragdonds Iegnc%ovWQIocfonta%b Bragdlc
ue to live on in his amazing photos of
local fire apparatus. Thank you, Jack, www.arecnh.com
for sharing these wonderful photos.




